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Areas of Research Focus and Associated Labs 

UGA’s Behavioral and Brain Sciences program houses laboratories where research focuses on at 
least one of the following areas: 

Developmental Psychology Social-Personality Cognitive Neuroscience 

Health Psychology Behavioral Neuroscience Social/Affective 
Neuroscience 

Vision Sciences Clinical Neuroscience 

Lab Name Lab Director 

Infant Research Lab Dr. Janet Frick 

Health and Development Lab Dr. Katie Ehrlich 

Vision Sciences Lab Dr. Randy Hammond 

Family, Relationships, Emotions, Stress, and Health Lab Dr. Anne Shaffer 

Close Relationships Lab Dr. Rich Slatcher 

Clinical Neuroscience Lab Dr. Lawrence Sweet 

Motivation and Behavior Lab Dr. Michelle vanDellen 

Visual Perception Lab Dr. James Brown 

Clinical and Cognitive Neuroscience Lab Dr. Brett Clementz &  
Dr. Jennifer McDowell 

Gene-Brain-Social Behavior Lab Dr. Brian Haas 

Georgia Emotion Neuro-Imaging Lab Dr. Dean Sabatinelli 

Georgia Decision Lab Dr. Adam Goodie 

Merging Emerging Realities Lab Dr. Keith Campbell 

Georgia Attitude, Bias, and Behavior Acquisition Lab Dr. Allison Skinner-Dorkenoo 

Page 2 



Page 3 

Please note the GRE is no longer a requirement for our program.

*GRE is now optional*

*optional

*optional

*optional

*optional
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General Tips: 
1. Get feedback from mentors and peers! The professors and graduate students you work 

with are experts in successfully applying to graduate school. Ask for their feedback on 
your application materials (e.g., statements, CVs, writing samples, etc.). Make sure you 
ask them for feedback well in advance of deadlines though. They’ll be busy, so respect 
their time.  

2. Some of your peers might be in the middle of applying to graduate school right now. Ask 
them for advice and feedback. They’ll likely have a unique perspective. 

3. Helpful links: 
a. Questions to ask  yourself before applying 
b. 6 questions to answer before applying 
c. Answers to common questions about personal statements 
d. What to do if you’re rejected?; Another resource 

4. When writing a personal statement, remember the following tips: 
a. A strong personal statement will clearly describe what you want to study, why             

you want to study it, and will demonstrate that you have the skills and knowledge               
necessary to study it. It will also show why the specific mentor/s you are              
interested in are a good fit. 

b. Check each program’s requirements for personal statements (word limits,         
inclusionary criteria, deadlines, etc.). Some programs require more than one          
personal statement, while some programs also require you to answer a series of             
short-answer questions. 

c. Use this space to make yourself more personable to the admissions committee.            
Include a personal story that ties your research interests and experiences together.            
Stay away from subjects that may turn the admissions committee off of your             
application (e.g., your personal mental health). 

d. Think of yourself as a salesperson. Give detailed information about your           
accomplishments, and do not assume that readers are familiar with every other            
part of your application packet. Your personal statement should communicate that           
you are a great candidate for the program to which you are applying by repeating               
and elaborating on the accomplishments listed on your CV. Your statement           
should emphasize your readiness for graduate school by clearly stating how your            
experiences have prepared you. It should also communicate your potential to           
succeed by demonstrating your interest in a specific topic and motivation to study             
it. 
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https://www.apa.org/ed/precollege/psn/2014/01/applying-graduate
https://www.apa.org/ed/precollege/psn/2014/01/applying-graduate
https://www.apa.org/ed/precollege/psn/2014/01/applying-graduate
http://www.apa.org/gradpsych/2011/09/applier.aspx
http://www.apa.org/gradpsych/2011/09/applier.aspx
http://www.apa.org/gradpsych/2011/09/applier.aspx
http://www.apa.org/ed/precollege/psn/2016/09/graduate-school-applications.aspx
https://www.graduateprograms.com/articles/what-to-do-if-you-are-rejected-from-graduate-school
https://www.psychologicalscience.org/members/apssc/undergraduate_update/spring-2010-volume-3-issue-2/what-do-i-do-now-tips-for-what-to-do-after-rejection-from-doctoral-programs-in-clinical-psychology


 
 
Personal Statement Template
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